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Rebuilding, Revival And Restoration Of The People Of God

I want to talk to you today from Nehemiah about the momentum of obedience.  The momentum of joy.  Joy is the most momentum of obedience.  It is the momentum of order in your life.  I want to ask you a question.  Have you ever had anything hanging over your head that you knew that you should have done.  That you didn’t get done and that every time that you turn around, or ever time things get quiet, you look and you remember.  You remember I should have done this, why didn’t I do that.  Look at the mess I’m in, O I am so ashamed.  It is such a weight on me.  I want you to know that it is February, beyond February 14th, and what you see on this platform are Christmas presents that I have not yet delivered.  I just pulled up, I got them out of the trunk, I had them in the back seat.  They had been sitting in our entrance way for weeks.  These are toys, Christmas toys and they are presents that are to be delivered to people and yet it is almost two months after Christmas, February 25th, and I still have not delivered these presents.  Do you know how I am going to feel when I get it done?  Do you know what a weight?  Yes the weight is going to come off.  This is what you see happening in the book, only it is far greater than Christmas presents, but what you see happening in this portion of Nehemiah, you see the weight coming off their shoulders.  

I want to review a little bit for you.  In 586 B.C. Jerusalem was destroyed.  It’s temple was destroyed, its walls were destroyed.  In 536 Zerubbabel with this straggly little remnant of faithful Jews, exiles, returned.  They returned in order to rebuild the temple.  Cyrus gave them what they needed.  Cyrus promised them that they could do this because God had put it in his heart to do so.  They started but two years later the work stopped.  What they did is they went out every day or every time they would pass the temple mount and they saw the foundation and they were reminded that they had come back to rebuild the temple and the temple wasn’t done.  For fourteen years they looked at the foundation.  They looked at the foundation and you know from studying Ezra and Haggai, they went and built their own houses.  They could have built the house of the Lord but they put fine paneling in their houses.  What happened?  God could not bless them.  God restrained them from being blessed.  They had holes, so to speak, in their purses.  Their crops didn’t come in like they should have come in.  God was judging them.  Finally, through the prophet Haggai they got the message.  You’re saying it’s not time to rebuild the house of the Lord.  O, is it not time to rebuild the house of the Lord?  So the temple was rebuilt.  In 520 the work on the temple resumed.  In 516 it was finished.  Can you imagine the joy of seeing that temple finally up even though it was not as grand as Solomon’s.  They had accomplished what they had started to do.  So the temple was rebuilt after seventy years.

But what else did they look at when they walked around that city?  They had a temple but had no walls.  The walls were broken down.  The walls were rubble.  Here’s the temple and it is looking down from that temple mount, and you can look down and around and you can see all the rubble of the walls.  The walls were down and their intention to rebuild the walls had caved in.  The walls were down for 141 years.  So it wasn’t just one generation.  It was the next generation and the next generation and generation after generation witnessed the fact that their fathers had not put God and His city as their number one priority.  So they lived in that until 445 BC.  Nehemiah returns and rebuilds the walls in 445 BC in 52 days because of Nehemiah and because of his determination to take away the reproach of Jerusalem and because of God’s good hand on him, he comes back and he rebuilds the walls.  

We open our lesson in Nehemiah 7.  In Nehemiah 7, the year is 445 B.C.  The year hasn’t changed at all but the months had changed.  It is now the seventh month of the year.  The seventh month of the year is a very significant month in the annual celebrations of Israel.  Why? Because it is in the seventh month, that they have what we call the feast of tabernacles.
The 1st day of the seventh month is the feast of trumpets.  It is a day when the people are gathered together for an assembly, a day of gathering together.
The 10th day of the month what you have is the Day of Atonement.  It is the most solemn day in the year because this is the time when the high priest goes into the holy of holies in the year, the only time he goes in.  He goes in two times. He goes in the first for his own sins and then he goes in for the sins of the people.  This is a somber day this is a day that we call Yom Kippur.  Kippur means the covering or the atonement.
The 15th day for seven days is the feast of Tabernacles or the feast of Booths.  This starts on the 15th and it last for seven days.  So it is a seven day feast.  Then at the end of it there is an 8th day and that 8th day is a Holy Convocation, it is a solemn assembly.   

Temples rebuilt, the walls are rebuilt, the people have had success.  Nehemiah 7 opens up telling us that everything is done.  That Nehemiah has appointed a man to watch over the city.  (Neh. 7:1) Now when the wall was rebuilt and I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed, [Everything is in order.  This wall that had been down for 141 years is rebuilt.  The temple that had been down for 70 years is rebuilt.  Everything is in order.  Not only is the wall up but the gates are up.  There are door keepers at the gates, gatekeepers and there are singers and there are Levites.] (7:2) then I put Hanani my brother, and Hananiah the commander of the fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many.  Not only is everything all taken care of but the man who is in charged is not a crook.  He’s not a man of a bad reputation.  He’s not a man with a silver tongue.  He’s not a man that is out to do his thing.  He is a man who is out to do God’s thing.  So everything just seems wonderful and set and they have Godly, Godly leadership.  It’s like all the packages, everything that you needed to take care of is gone.  It is put away, it’s all handled.  You are clean.  (Neh.7:3-4) Then I said to them, “Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot, and while they are standing guard, let them shut and bolt the doors.  Also appoint guards from the inhabitants of Jerusalem, each at his post, and each in front of his own house.”  Now the city was large and spacious, but the people in it were few and the houses were not built.  They were secure.  Do you understand?  They were secure.  

As you look at the security then you find God moving again in Nehemiah’s heart.  God puts it in Nehemiah’s heart to find the book of genealogy.  Find the book of the genealogy.  So he goes and he finds the book of the genealogy.  They bring it out and they are reading it and what these people are saying is, “Our names are in this book.”  We’re of this family, we’re of this family, we’re of this family, it’s a legacy.  We are living in a time when the job is done.  We are living in a time when our reproach is taken away.  We are living in a time when we are safe and secure.  And our names are written down here, we are the pioneers.  

Now I want to stop and tell you what I believe about you.  I believe that America is not in that time.  I believe that our walls are broken down.  I believe that our worship of God is so far away generally speaking in the United States of America, it is so far away from what God expects of us.  I believe that our understanding of God is just so low that if we took an SAT test on the Bible that we would fail it.  That the church would fail it.  I believe that is where we are.  But I want to tell you something.  I believe that God is raising up, mobilizing an army and part of that army has been forty years in the making.  That’s those of you, some with the greyer hair or the lovely dyed hair like mine, can go back and say, “God has been teaching me, God has been equipping me, God has been preparing me, God has been establishing me and now it’s my hour.  It’s my hour.  God is keeping a book, we saw this when we started Nehemiah.  We saw about a legacy, about God writing our names down in a book.  We saw it in Malachi that He keeps a book of remembrance.

So I want to talk to you and take these things that we have seen in Nehemiah 7 – 10 and draw from them principles and precepts for you and me in these critical, critical days.  Because what I would love to see and I am sure you would love to see, is I would love to see the church get on with the work of the church.  I would love to see the church be the church.  I would love to see all of us living as Jesus Christ called us to live.  That is as slaves to Him.  Not slaves to men.  Now we know from Nehemiah that as Nehemiah 9 closes that we are slaves.  In our own land we are slaves in our own land.  We don’t get the produce, the people ruling over us, the king gets the produce, the governor gets the produce.  We’re here and that but we are slaves in our own land.  There is only one person that you and I are to be a slave to and that is to God, Almighty, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  So let’s see what God wants us to learn.  Let’s see some principles, some precepts.

You come down to Nehemiah 7:73 [the last line] … And when the seventh month came, the sons of Israel were in their cities.  (Neh. 8:1) And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel.  I want to tell you something.  Obedience feels good.  When you finally get rid of the packages, when that last thing is gone, when it is done the weight is off.  In a sense you feel good.  So what do you want?  You want more.  When you have done what you ought to have done, when it is finally done, you feel good.  The weight, the burdens off and you’re ready to move on with God.  So what do you find the people doing?  (Neh. 8:1) … they ask Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel.

[Isn’t that neat.  I want to stop because I wrote this down and I want to ask you to just stop and think and to write this down and to go home and examine yourself.  Ask God what is weighing you down?  Is it the necessity of making something right?  Is it the necessity of making something right between you and another person or between you and God?  Is that a burden on you.  Is what’s weighing you down the fact that you haven’t done what you promised to do?  You said you would but you didn’t do it.  You have all sorts of excuses, I don’t want to see that person, I don’t want to talk to that person, because the guilt is tremendous.  What is weighing you down, is it letting go of something and getting on with life?  Is it letting go of the death of a loved one?  Is it letting go of failure?  Is it letting go of something in the past so that you’re not shackled by the past, so that you are set free so you can go on and do what God wants you to do.  What is it that you need to stop and do and when are you going to do it so that you get on with God.  

You know we just had our International’s here.  We had a couple from Scotland.  Work in Scotland is hard.  There is a city that was once the city of reformation and great theologians and wonderful hymns and tremendous legacy that virtually is gone in Scotland.  You go in the churches in England and Scotland and some have been turned into mosque.  Others are night clubs, I’ve been in them, some are coffee shops.  The churches are closing down.  Well Anna began to minister to this gal.  She tried to get her to come and do a Bible study.  She said, “I had never done a Bible study before.  So when we first started Precept’s 40 Minute study, Living Life of True Worship, I was a bit apprehensive.”  She goes on to tell what God did.  She gets in “Living Life of True Worship” and it is presented before her and the study of the tabernacle and worship of God and she says, “But it took me awhile to accept that God cared about me or even existed at all.”  She says, “My eyes were finally opened to the amazing glory of God.  I was in the pits and given up trying yet again.  My son had been excluded from school for fighting.  I left my husband of eleven years, my eldest was living with her dad, the youngest didn’t know if she was coming or going and my life was a mess.  So I ran straight to the bottle and not a very good friends house and I got extremely drunk, fell on the sofa drunk and dislodged my big toe.  I sat back laughing and told my friend that I had broke my toe.  He didn’t believe me so I held it up and the bone was sticking out.”  So here she is, she has the truth, she knows what she is suppose to do, but she hasn’t done it.  And she is bearing the weight of this tragic, tragic life.  “After two days in the hospital, I went back to a very empty flat and aimed my self straight to my bed.  The next day I didn’t even want to move.  I had given up completely.  I just wanted to die.  I had rolled over and stared into space and then sat up and picked up a book Anna had given to me a couple of months earlier.”  [t is a little book that I had written on the Twenty-Third Psalm called, “God, I Need Your Comfort.”   I opened the book, “If you go astray all of us like sheep have gone astray.”  Then I preceded to tell that if you kept going astray and kept walking away and kept going away then what the shepherd would do is He would lay down the sheep, take a rock and break the sheep’s leg, so that it couldn’t go astray.  Then he would bind it up. And then because the sheep couldn’t walk, he would carry the sheep in his shepherd’s role and talk to the sheep who with its ears, fool with its wool, and it would get use to the shepherd.  Then when it was able to start bearing weight, they would put it down, but boy that sheep now knew what it was like to be with the shepherd.  This gal has gotten saved.  Her life has turned absolutely around.]  She says, [quoting me] “He will catch that wondering sheep.  The roller coaster is still moving but now I know that I have Jesus with me all the way and I can do everything through Him that gives me strength.  I still struggle with my independent streak and I always get a gentle nudge in the right direction.  I am still studying and learning more of His word everyday and will continue to do so until He takes me home.  I can also say that God is using me and Precept Ministries, which I find amazing that God even bothering to use me.”  O, what God wants to do in our lives.  She is hungry now for the Word.  The people were hungry for the Word.  And when they hear the Word, when He opens the book what do they do?  The first thing they do [I wish I could have you do it] is stand up.  They stand up because they are about to bless God, God who has done all these things for them, God who has brought them this far, God who has finally accomplished His purposes.  They hear the Word and they stand up and they say, “Amen,  Amen.”  What does that do?  It puts them low, it puts them flat on the ground, flat on their faces before God.  And as he explains the law to the people, what do they do?  You’ve seen it.  It says, they began to weep.  Now what is he doing?  This is what is so key for you and what I want you to understand.  You and I have been studying the word of God, some of you have been with us since the beginning.  But we have been studying the word and we know the word but listen, if you are keeping it to yourself, if you’re not sharing it with anyone else, if you don’t have someone that you are taking these things that you are learning, that is not going to come to Bible study and you’re not imparting that to them, what a shame.  What an absolute waste.  If you are just a sponge, just taking in and absorbing it and getting knowledge but you are not doing anything with it, here and in the classes that are listening or you may be brand new but I want you to know, it is time for us to go.  It is time for us to get the job done.  So what you see is, (8:7) that they explain the law to the people.  The people remain in their place, they read from the book of the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading.  They have got to understand it.  Do you understand?  Do you understand they’ve got to understand?  They have got to understand and we’ve got to explain it.  And you have to realize and I have got to realize that we are living in a time of Biblical illiteracy but because of that, in our society right now, in our nation right now, we have people that have no conviction of sin.  No conviction of sin whatsoever.  

I just got back from ministering with another ministry that is heavy into discipleship called “Down Line Ministry” and I spoke at this conference.  I was sick.  I am much improved.  I was sick and I had spoke and I came in and I walked into the lobby of our Holiday Inn and there were all these teenagers there.  There was a group from London that was a band.  There was another group of girls there in volleyball, just kind of hun… insulin.  You just look at them and your heart absolutely broke.  So these people are trying to guard me and I mean I have this upper respiratory and I shouldn’t be on an elevator with anyone.  There saying, please let her go and they’re stepping back.  I say don’t worry, I’ll put my head in a corner.  So I get in there and I put my head in a corner.  We go up one level and the two girls get off.  By now I have found out they are volleyball and I found out that the guys are a band.  And God is convicting me to speak to them.  I’m thinking, “What do I say!”  I got to my hotel room and I want you to know that I didn’t do a good job.  I had to think that through and so I have a new strategy.  Anyway, I just turned and I said, “Do any of you know Jesus Christ?”  I would have changed that to, “Have any of you in this elevator ever realized that Jesus Christ is God and surrendered your life to Him fully or following Him fully.”  Or something like that, I still have to work on it.  But anyway this one kid says, “Yes, I know Jesus.”  And he’s walking off and the guy that got on, on the other floor, turns around and looks at me and he says, “I am like that.”  He is beaming.  He knows Jesus Christ.  That’s all that I got said.  I got in bed and I thought, God let them hear the name.  Let them hear the name, bring the name back.  We have got to get the truth out there because they don’t know it.  They don’t know that they are immoral.  Because they are amoral, they don’t know they are immoral because they are a amoral because they don’t have any moral standards.  You and I have to get the word out.

Well they get the word out and what happens to the people.  It says, (Neh. 8:9) Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God, do not mourn or weep.”  For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law.  What we need is we need to get the word out there, out so people will weep.  Then what we have is good news for them.  If you are ready to weep because you have not obeyed the word of God, then you’re in a mode of repentance and this day is Holy to the Lord.  This day is sanctified to the Lord.  This day in your life is consecrated.  You have heard the word of God, you had a proper response to the word of God, which is a Godly sorrow that leads to repentance and then what do you have is the good news of saying, okay, now let me explain something.  You can stop weeping.  (Neh. 8:10) The joy of the Lord is your strength.  See when we do what God wants us to do, then we are going to see that the joy of the Lord is our strength.  

Now I want you to stop and see one thing about Ezra.  Go to Ezra 7, and as you know these two books in the Jewish Bible were at one time considered as one book.  But in Ezra 7:10 what did Ezra do when he came back?  When Ezra got back it says (7:10) For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.  Now what had he been doing?  He had been preparing himself.  His heart was set on one thing and that one was to study the law of the book of the LORD, to live it out and to teach it to others.  [What have we been doing in Precept?  What have we been doing all these years?  We have set our heart to study the word of God.  I pray to practice it and to teach it to others and to take the truth that we have and to impart it to others.]  (2nd Tim. 2:2) Paul wrote to Timothy because he knew that he was dying.  He says, the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit to faithful men, to faithful women, to faithful others who will be able to teach others also.  [What are you and I looking for?  What am I looking for?  What is Precept Ministries looking for as we mobilize this army for this time.  We’re looking as we develop a Precept network that we pray is going to just over take the whole United States of America, and we’ll be letting you know about it.]  Mobilizing people according to their gifts, according to their talents, according to their passion and reaching this nation with the word of God.  So we are getting ready.  You’ve been brought, so to speak, as Mordechi says to Ester, and boy we need Modechi’s.  You have been brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.  You are not here by accident.  I’m not here by accident.  I am not living at this age and you living at your age, [I saw a couple of young gals coming into Bible study, I was so excited.  That’s our future.  Over there are children who are studying the Bible inductively while we study here inductively.  That’s our future.  Children and teens, that’s our future.]  So we have to be about the business.

When the day comes, when that day comes, when Ezra moves into that day that he has been studying and preparing for and now he’s asked, he’s standing between about 30 to 50 thousand people.  He’s standing there with these other men, 12 or 13 others, and they are standing on this platform and they are giving forth the word of God because faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  By the word of Christ.  By the word of the Messiah.  Because everything he’s going to show them is pointing to the Messiah.  So when Jesus stands here after His resurrection on the road to Emmaus talking to these two men, they are saying, “Don’t you know what happened.  We thought that this was the Christ.  Then it says, He began with Moses and the prophets and the Psalms and He began explaining all those things concerning Him.  Wouldn’t you have loved to have Him as your teacher that day.  Yes.  We have Him as our teacher.  We have the word of God.  So when this day comes and when the word of God goes forth and when it causes people to fall on their faces, when it causes people to weep, when it causes people to mourn, that is a Holy day.  That’s a revival day.  It is a day not for over whelming sorrow because sorrow will over whelm you but it is a day for over whelming joy.  Why?  A sinner, so to speak, has come home.  They have heard the word of God, they recognize where they are and it says, they understood.  (Neh. 8:11-12) So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.”  All the people went away to eat, to drink, to send portions and to celebrate a great festival, [why] because they understood the words which had been made known to them.  [I can’t tell you how excited I get at all that is happening here in the United States and around the world.  The stories that come in about what happened when all of a sudden the word of God comes alive for them, because they discover truth for themselves and they come face to face with the word of God, the veil is off and they understand it.  And they say, “I read it all my life.  I knew there had to be more.”  It’s happened because they have discovered truth for themselves.  They have heard directly from God.]

This is a letter from the Philippians.  In 2005 there were only two Precept Upon Precept Bible study classes held in the home of a local believer with the average weekly attendance of 20 to 30 people.  Now they have a thousand people studying weekly from all different locations.  Then they talk about this man.  [This is what I want you to do]  I want you to go find a Nemmie.  Nemmie was a businessman, transplanted from South Africa into the Philippians.  He gave 10% of his time to the Gideon’s International.  Somebody kept bugging Nemmie to come to a Precept class.  They bugged him and bugged him.  It was a forty minute Bible study.  They bugged that man and bugged that man.  Then they had a “Lord, Teach Me to Pray class,” which is a little bit more than a 40 minute Bible study.  So to get this couple who was bugging him to death off his back, they decided that they would come.  This is what he says, “It was the starting point of a life changing experience.”  He and his wife were so moved by the inductive bible study that they joined the next class.  In the ensuing years, God filled Nemmie’s desire and answered his prayers by enabling him to open Precept bible studies in his church in the southern part of Luzon where the classes are attended by 150 mostly Pilipino pastors, ministers and church workers.  She said, “Two weeks ago I had the opportunity to visit these pastors.  I wish you could have heard of the excitement and the enthusiasm of their voice when they talk about how Precept is changing the way they deal with problems and the way that they preach.  What is so wonderful is that the pastor wives have also joined their husbands in studying the word.  One pastor’s wife said, “Being in the word together has strengthened her relationship with her husband before they talked about family matters, ministry and personal dealings.  Now they exchange insights on God’s word.”  His ministry in the Lord’s vineyard, Nemmie’s has increased from 10% to 90%.  He now gives 90% of his time and he’s talking about what they are going to continue to do.  

Watch what happens.  First they understood.  In Nehemiah 8:13-18, first of all these people are understanding, then what you have is you find them wanting more.  You find the leaders on the second day, (8:13) Then on the second day the heads of fathers’ households of all the people, the priests and the Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight into the words of the law.  They have heard it and now what are they doing?  They are coming together to gain insights with each other.  So what you find is them reading how they are to live in booths in this seventh month.  What day is it?  It’s not the first day of the month.  The gathering has happened but it just kind of happened.  It wasn’t that they blew a trumpet and all of a sudden everybody showed up.  But it’s the second day of the month and they are reading in the book.  They read in the book that they are suppose to do booths.  So they do it.  (8:18) He read from the book of the law of God daily, from the first day to the last day.  And they celebrated the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly according to the ordinance.  [Now the one thing that blows my mind, but you don’t really see it throughout the scriptures, is when did they celebrate or did they celebrate the day of atonement?  It doesn’t sound like it happened.  Did the day of atonement and they probably didn’t because of getting the priest and everything settle and that, I don’t know it doesn’t tell us.  It starts with the first day of the month, goes to the second day of the month, tells us about the feast of booths and what they do but it doesn’t tell us about the atonement.  But it does tell us about confession of sin, of sin, of sin doesn’t it.  It tells us about the confession of sin and we find them in turn making an agreement in writing.  (9:38) “Now because of all this we are making an agreement in writing; [That word making is a word that means “cutting”.  It’s a word that means “cutting” in writing] and on the sealed document are the names of our leaders, our Levites and our priests.”  So then you find the people in a state of repentance from 9:28-38.  

What has priority in their lives?  What’s mentioned over and over again in that last part of Chapter 10?  The house of the Lord, the house of our God, the house of our God.  We are going to be obedient.  We are going to do this.  We are going to tithe.  We are going to keep the Sabbath.  We are going to do all these things.  Because what has happened?  They have had a degree of success.  They have gotten off the dime and they have accomplished what they ought to have accomplished and it has made them hungry for more of the word.  They have gotten the word and hearing the word they are determined that they are going to do what they are suppose to do.  What you see is that sin is not dealt with lightly.  I want you to know this.  If you are going to go out and do the job you can’t deal with sin lightly.  Sin is sin.  Sinners need to know that they are sinners because otherwise they don’t need a Savior.  So we’ve got to confront it.

I was just talking to someone and we were talking about discipleship.  God spoke to them this weekend and they said, “I am absolutely convinced that I have to be more bold, still gracious, but more bold and name sin for what it is.”  Who do you know precious one who is sinning?  Who do you know that names the name of Christ and is walking in sin?  (Numb. 32:23) God says, be ye sure your sins will find you out.  God is not going to let it go undetected.  But you can stop them from coming into the full judgment of God by confronting them with their sin so that immediately they can see that sin is sin and that they can confess it and that the fear of God can be in their heart and in their lives.  We have got to name it.  We have got to be right.  

(Nehemiah 9:1) Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the sons of Israel assembled with fasting, in sack cloth and with dirt upon them.  Now listen, the feast of boots is over.  You got it.  The seven days are gone.  The eighth day they have a solemn assembly.  That’s what it says in 8:18 … on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly according to the ordinance.  Now in 9:1 it says, Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month …  This started on the fifteenth day, went seven days and then you had the eighth day so it is after that.  (9:1-3) Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the sons of Israel assembled with fasting, in sack cloth and with dirt upon them. The descendants of Israel separated themselves from all foreigners, and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.  [You know what, that’s what you see Daniel doing in Daniel 9.]  They confessed iniquities of their fathers.  While they stood in their place, they read from the book of the law of the LORD their God for a fourth of the day; and for another fourth they confessed and.  [So now watch, God says we are made clean through the washing of the water of God’s word.  So we are brought face to face with God’s word.  We see where we are wrong, we stop and we confess.  And then they] worshiped the LORD their God.  To worship means to bow before.  It means to acknowledge God as God.  It means to give Him the weight, the glory that is His and to honor Him correctly.  So this is what they did.  Then what did they do.

They stood and they arose and they cried out to God.  So you see them listening to the word of God, see them confessing, see them worshipping and you see this in accordance with truth.  Then in accordance with who God is, and how He responds to His covenant people, you see them acting that way.  This is Nehemiah 9:5-31.  You see them acting.  
1.  Acting in accordance with truth.  Neh. 9:1-4.  You see them acting in accordance to the truth.  They listen, they confess, they worship.
	You see them acting in accordance with who God is.  Neh. 9:5-31.  You see them acting in accordance with who God is and how he responds to His covenant people.


So what do you see?  How does it open up?  How does this look at God, this blessing of God begin?  It begins with the fact that He is the creator.  That He is the One that is the creator and the sustainer of all.  (9:5-7) … “Arise, bless the LORD [Jehovah, the I AM, the all sufficient One, the complete One.] your God forever and ever! O may Your glorious name be blessed and exalted above all blessing and praise!  You alone are the LORD.  You have made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them.  You give life to all of them and the heavenly host bows down before you.  You are the LORD God, … [Do you understand that?  Or do you think that we just got here.  That we just evolved.  I’m telling you and listen to me carefully, if you do not believe in creation as it is written in the word of God, it is a slap in the face of God.]  Because He says it over and over and over again and in Hebrews 11 He says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”  Those who come to Him must believe that “He is.”  That He is (what) God.  It says by faith we understand that the world was formed by the Word of God.  He’s creator.  And because He is creator, He is owner.  And as Creator He is sustainer.  

The next thing that you see is He is a covenant keeping God, making and keeping.  (Neh. 9:7-8) You found [He’s talking about Abraham.  He brought him from the Ur of the Caldeas, you gave him the name Abraham.] his heart faithful before You, and made a covenant with him to give him the land of the Canaanite, of the Hittite and the Amorite, of the Perizzite, the Jebusite and the Girgashite—to give it to his descendant.  And You have fulfilled Your promise, for You are righteous.   He is a covenant keeping, covenant sustaining God.  

So what do you see?  You see the word “hessed” twice.  He is mentioned as lovingkindness.  In 9:17 & 32 you see the word “lovingkindness.”  (9:17) They refused to listen, and did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them; so they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt.  But You are a God of forgiveness, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; and You did not forsake them.  Now that word for forgiveness there is a word for pardons and it is used in three places.  It is used in Psalm 130:4, I would suggest that you go home and study Psalm 130.  It is used in Daniel 9:9, and it is used here Neh. 9:17.  The message that we have for the world is. “This is God.  He is your creator.  You’re accountable to Him.  You have sinned but there is forgiveness.  There is forgiveness.  He is a God of forgiveness, a God of pardons.  He forgives, He paid for all your sins, once for all.  But He tells us in 1st John 1:9 If we confess our sins, if we name them for what they are, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  He is a God of compassion and you can see it.  Compassion is used in chapter 9 to describe God more than in any other word.  Compassionate, compassionate, compassionate.  It ought to take you back to Lamentations 3:22, that His mercies are renewed every morning.  His compassion fails not.  He does not fail to be compassionate and this is what we need to see.  

(Neh. 9:38) Now because of all this we are making an agreement in writing; ...  Because of all that has happened in 7, 8, 9 & 10, because of all of this, we are making an agreement.  We are making an agreement, we are taking on ourselves a curse and an oath.  We are serious about this and we are putting down our names.  And they sign the book.  

I would suggest precious ones, I remember when I signed the book.  I remember the night when I was studying Romans 12:1-2.  I was a student at Tennessee Temple, in the Bible school.  I beseech you therefore brethren, in the light of everything that He has taught of this so great a salvation.   (Romans 1-11)  I beseech you that you present your bodies a living sacrifice [It’s a once presentation not habitual.] holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service of worship. (Rom. 12:1-2) And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed [metamorphose, changed completely] by the renewing of your mind, that you might prove that you might be able to put to test what is good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  What is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God?  When Jesus turned to the multitude, ones following Him, he said, “If any man is going to come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross [aorist tense,             ] and follow Me the rest of your life.  [Present tense]  Then He laid down what it meant to follow Him.  

Nehemiah 9:36 as I told you ends with them saying, we’re slaves.  We’re slaves in our own land.  Romans 6 talks about you are a slave to those that you serve.  On that day I said, I am Your slave.  Here’s my body, a living sacrifice.  Not my will but Yours be done.  Not my life but Your life.  You look at this passage and you go through and you see them saying, “Okay, I am going to give you this of my possessions.  I’m going to give You this of my possessions.  Then we fast forward to the time of Jesus, when in Matthew He looks at them and He says, “Anyone who is not willing to give up everything that he possesses and follows Me is not worthy of Me.”  

I want to tell you something.  There is extreme joy, extreme joy in seeing your sin and seeing your Savior and knowing who He is and then prostrating yourself before Him and saying, “I am Your slave.  I am Your slave.  You take care of me and I’ll do anything You tell me to do.  I’ll go where You want me to go.  I’ll speak to kids on the elevator.  I’ll do whatever.  I’ll do it because I am Your slave.”

As I go through that and I look at a description of what He talks about, what God talks about?  What does He talk about?  He talks about “You gave us manna.”  You gave us that manna.  I fast forward to the New Testament.  Jesus probably on the road to Emmaus saying, “You know that manna?”  We know He says it in John 6.  This is the true bread that comes down out of heaven from God.  Unless you eat this bread you have no life in you.  You go from that beautiful thing to this, this is the true bread.  When I think about Jesus, He’s the bread that gives life to the world.  (John 7:37) Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.”  It is the last day of the feast of booths and they would go and they would pour out water on that day, up by the temple, and as that water was being poured out, Jesus said, “If anyone is thirsty let him come to Me and drink.”  (John 7:38-39) He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  Remember in that history He talks about we drank the water from the rock.  1st Corinthians tells us, that rock was Jesus.  Jesus smitten for us so that you and I might have the Spirit of God, so that we might walk in the fruit of the Spirit which is (what) love, joy, peace, etc, that’s ours because we are His.  Because of the Rock that followed them all through the wilderness.  Because of the Rock that was smitten, because of the Rock after He was glorified, gave forth the Spirit by which we live.  Get the momentum of the joy of walking as His slave in obedience to Him.  Know this, our time I believe is short.  Our time for freedom, I believe, is short.

I just got news of a pastor who is being tried for hate crimes.  Hate crime speech bill has been passed.  We had better redeem the time.  We better remember all the way the joy of the Lord is our strength.  This day is holy to the Lord.  Make it holy.  Set apart what you have learned in this lesson with a commitment to God to go forth.  Let’s pray.

Father, we thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  Thank You that it is a sure word, a light that shines in a dark place, a light that is a lamp unto our feet, a light unto our path, a light that cannot be put out, that cannot be extinguished because Jesus is the light of the world, the light of life and He lives.  He has been crucified.  He’s paid for our sins.  You have raised Him from the dead.  And you have given us eternal life through Him.  Now Father, may we be what You want us to be.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.  

